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The social security system has several years’history in the overseas countries. 
Foreign scholars have conducted extensive research on the relationship of social 
security and consumers’ behavior. In China, the social security system has undergone 
a few reforms and changes, and has deeply influenced residents’ consuming behavior. 
Because of the special urban-rural economic structure, social security has different 
effects on urban residents and rural residents' consumption behavior in different levels. 
    Today, as the social security system in China is becoming better and better, more 
and more people begin to care about how to improve the level of co-ordination of the 
social security, narrow the urban and rural income distribution gap, therefore enhance 
their consuming confidence and improve the weak domestic demand situation in the 
present. Under the theoretical framework of the relationship between the social 
security and consuming behaviour, this paper examines the relationship between the 
social security and the consuming behavior of urban and rural residents from both the 
macro and micro perspectives 
At the macro level, this paper selects the data from 1981 to 2011 and uses the 
Theil index to represent the gap between the urban and rural residents in social 
security, income, and spending. We employ ADF test and Co-integration test to 
examine if the social security gap between the urban and rural residents expand their 
consumption gap; At the micro level, we selected microeconomic survey data from 
the China's General Social Survey open Database (CGSS) in 2006, "Comprehensive 
survey of China's urban and rural residents". We study the effects of social Security, 
household income on the household spending using the quantile regression method. 
Through systematic analysis, we draw the following conclusions: First, the 
long-term co-integration relationship between consumption gap of urban and rural 
residents and social security income gap exists. What’s more, the social security gap 
















and rural residents. Second, social security has a significant positive effect on 
consumer spending of urban households, which is greater than its impact on 
household consumption in rural areas. Third, using whether to have social Security as 
a classification sign, income elasticity of consumption and real estate wealth elasticity 
of consumption are different for the families of  different levels of consumption. 
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统计，2012 年，社会保险收入促使全国居民收入差距下降 4 个基尼点，其中，
城镇居民收入差距下降 7 个基尼点，农村居民收入差距下降 1 个基尼点，但是，
由于城乡居民社会保障收入差距较大，使得社会保障在一定程度上拉大了城乡居
民人均收入差距，产生了“逆调节”作用，其中，社会保障收入转移使得城乡收入
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